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King of the Belgians, which would probably have meant that the
great lake region of Africa would also have been added to the
territory of the Congo colony- But Emin seems to have had plans
of his own* As soon as he reached Zanzibar (he really was not
anxious to be * saved *) he got in touch with the German authorities
and it was finally decided to send him back, well provided with
jtncn and money, to try to establish a German protectorate over the
high plateau between the three great lakes of Victoria, Albert, and
Tanganyika. Along the coast of Zanzibar the German East Afiica
Company had acquired large interests as early as 1885. If the lake
region were added, Germany would be able to frustrate the English
plan for dividing Africa into two parts by a broad strip of English
territory running from Egypt to the Cape. But in 1892 Kmin was
murdered near Stanley Falls on the Congo by Arab slave-dealers
who wanted to avenge some of their colleagues deservedly hanged
by the stern German in his younger days. Nothing therefore came
of the Emin's dream of the new Germany on the high plateau of
Tanganyika. As a result of his disappearance, however, die greater
part of central Africa had now been definitely put upon the map-
And that brings us to the fifth natural division of Africa, the high
mountainous regions of the east
These stretch all the way from Abyssinia in the north to the
Zambesi river in the south, where the territory known as South
Africa begins. The northern part of this region is inhabited by
Hamites, for the Abyssinians and the Somalis, although they have
kinky hair, arc not Negroes. The southern part consists of
Negroes and a great many Europeans*
The Abyssinians are Christians of a very old vintage, having
been converted as early as the fourth century. Their Christian
sentiments, however, did not prevent them from making perpetual
war upon their neighbours, in 525 they even crossed the Red Sea
and conquered Ac southern part of Arabia, the Arabia Felix of the
Romans (in contrast to the Arabia Dcscrta of the interior). It was
this expedition which had made the young Mohammed realize the
necessity for a strong and united Arab fatherland, and which had
started him upon his career as the founder of a religion and a
world-empire.